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Town Meeting Warrant - 2014
SECOND SESSION

You are also notified to meet for the Second
Session of the Annual Town Meeting, to elect Town
Officers by official ballot and to vote by official bal-
lot on the warrant articles as they may have been
amended at the First (Deliberative) Session, to be
held at the Belmont High School, 255 Seavey Road,
Belmont, New Hampshire on the 11th day of
March, being a Tuesday, between the hours of
7:00 o’clock in the forenoon and 7:00 o’clock in
the afternoon, to act upon the following:

Article #1. To choose necessary officers,
including Selectman three-year term (1), Moderator
two-year term (1), Budget Committee three-year
term (4), Supervisor of Checklist six-year term (1),
Town Treasurer three-year term (1), Trustee of
Trust Funds three-year term (1), Library Trustee
three-year term (1), Cemetery Trustee three-year
term (1), Planning Board three-year term (2), Plan-
ning Board one-year term (1), Zoning Board of Ad-
justment three-year term (2).

Article #2. Are you in favor of the adoption
of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by PETITION for
the town Building Code as summarized below?

Adopt a Historic Demolition Review Or-
dinance, including all buildings fifty (50)
years or older, before granting application or
permit to demolish. Three members of the
Heritage Commission will comprise the His-
toric Demolition Review Committee, and
nothing in this article will prevent immediate
demolition where the public safety is at stake.

The Planning Board DOES NOT support
this Amendment.

O YES O

NO
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Article #3. Are you in favor of the adoption of
Amendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the town Zoning Ordinance as follows?

Amend the Purposes section of the Open
Space Development Ordinance to include re-
ducing impacts and strains on public and
emergency services.

o YES m NO

Article #4. Are you in favor of the adoption of
Amendment No. #3 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the town Zoning Ordinance & Zoning
Map as summarized below?

Rezone three lots located on Corriveau Way
(formerly Fred Friend Road) from Commer-
cial to Rural.

o YES o NO

Article #5. Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of Three Hundred Seventy Five Thousand dol-
lars ($375,000) for the purpose of a Town-wide Water
Meter Replacement Project including engineering costs,
and all other costs reasonably associated with this pro-
ject and to authorize the issuance of not more than
$375,000 of bonds or notes in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to au-
thorize the municipal officials to issue and negotiate
such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of inter-
est thereon (3/5 ballot vote required). Future bond pay-
ments are anticipated to be funded from Water User
Fees. (The Budget Committee recommends $375,000
and the Board of Selectmen support this recommenda-
tion.)

Article #6. Shall the Town vote to change the office of
Town Treasurer from an elected position to an ap-
pointed position per RSA 41:26-e. Such appointment
shall be made by the Board of Selectmen in writing and
shall include the compensation to be paid. If approved,
the elected Treasurer will continue to serve until the
March, 2015 annual town meeting, at which time the
Treasurer shall be appointed. [Majority Vote Required].
Article #7. Shall the Town vote to authorize the Board of
Selectmen to convey to Winnisquam Boats, LLC, a 0.33 (+/
-) acre parcel of land with
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buildings situated on it at 17 Sunset Drive and
more particularly referenced at Tax Map 104, Lot
025; under such terms and conditions as the Se-
lectmen may deem to be in the best interest of the
Town, but in no event shall the sale price be less
than two hundred and forty thousand dollars
($240,000).

Article #8. Should Article 7 pass, shall the Town
vote to raise and appropriate the amount of Two
Hundred and Forty Thousand Dollars ($240,000)
to be placed in the Municipal Facilities Capital
Reserve Fund, which amount represents the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the former Winnisquam
Fire Department building. Any proceeds in excess
of $240,000 will be deposited into the General
Fund.

Article #9. Shall the town vote to adopt the pro-
visions of RSA 36-A:4-a I (a) to authorize the Con-
servation Commission to expend funds to pur-
chase interests in land outside the boundaries of
our municipality, subject to the approval of the
local governing body?

Article #10. Shall the Town vote to adopt the
provisions of RSA 36-A: 4-a, I (b) to authorize the
Conservation Commission to expend funds for
contributions to qualified organizations for the
purchase of property interests, or facilitating
transactions related thereto, where the property
interest is to be held by the qualified organization
and the Town will retain no interest in the prop-
erty?

Article #11. Shall the Town vote to amend the
vote taken on Article 7 at the 1999 Annual Meet-
ing to restrict all revenues from ambulance bill-
ings (Comstar) to be deposited in the Special
Revenue fund known as the Fire/Ambulance
Equipment and Apparatus Fund to instead re-
strict all but the first $93,945 of revenues from
ambulance billings (Comstar) received during the
2014 budgetary year to be deposited in the Spe-
cial Revenue fund known as the Fire/Ambulance
Equipment and Apparatus Fund. The first
$93,945 of revenues from ambulance billings will
be deposited in the Town’s General Fund to de-
fray the cost items identified below. This restric-

tion shall only be effective for the 2014 budgetary
year (Majority Ballot Vote).

Overtime Coverage $40,000
Telephone Expense $ 1,000
Conferences & Dues (EMS related) $ 500

Training Expenses $ 1,200
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Medical & Supply Expenses $26,745
Comstar Billing Fees $12,500
Office Supplies $ 1,000
Vehicle Repair & Parts $ 5,000
Fuel $ 6,000

Article #12. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Thirty Five Thousand Dollars
($35,000) for the purpose of purchasing a new Fire
Department Command Vehicle and to fund this ap-
propriation by authorizing the withdrawal of said
amount from the Fire/Ambulance Equipment and
Apparatus Special Revenue Fund (Comstar) previ-
ously established in accordance with RSA 31:95, ¢
(Created 1994/Amended 1999). (The Budget Com-
mittee recommends $35,000 and the Board of
Selectmen support this recommendation.)
Article #13. Shall the Town vote to expend the
income from the John M. Sargent Trust Fund for
the purposes recommended by the Sargent Fund
Committee?

Belknap County 4-H Fair Association $800
Belmont Girl Scouts Troop 10972 $600
Belmont Girl Scouts Troop 21532 $600

Belmont Baseball Organization/Lakes Region Girls $1600

Belmont Boy Scouts Troop 65 $1200
Belmont Cub Scouts Pack 65 $1500
Belmont Heritage Commission $500
Belmont Historical Society $1500
Belmont NH Heritage Website Support $157
Belmont Old Home Day Committee $1000
Belmont Parks & Recreation Scholarship $2000
Belmont Police Explorers $800
Belmont Police Relief Assn. Santa’s Helpers $2000
Charles Kilborn Post 58 American Legion $500
First Baptist Church Food Pantry $1700
Friends of Belmont Football $1000

Shaker Regional School District — Shaker Sugar Shack
$3000
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry $3130

Article #14. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate as an operating budget, not including ap-
propriations by special warrant articles and other
appropriations voted separately, the amounts set
forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as
amended by vote of the deliberative session, for the
purposes set forth herein, totaling Seven Million
Two Hundred Twenty Six Thousand Fifty Four Dol-
lars ($7,226,054).

Should this article be defeated, the default budget
shall be Seven Million One Hundred Fifty Four
Thousand Four Hundred and Eleven Dollars
($7,154,411) which is the same as last year, with
certain adjustments required by previous action of
the Town or by law; or the governing body may
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hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA
40:13 X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised
operating budget only. Note: This warrant article
(operating budget) does not include appropria-
tions in ANY other warrant article.

(The Budget Committee recommends
$7,226,053 and the Board of Selectmen sup-
port this recommendation.

Article #15. Shall the Town vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of One Hundred Forty-Two
Thousand Fifty Dollars ($142,050) for the purpose
of the Lake Winnisquam Scenic Trail, said appro-
priation to be funded by a grant from the State of
New Hampshire Department of Transportation in
the amount of $64,050, by a grant from the NH
Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant Program in the
amount of $25,000 and by $53,000 to be raised by
general taxation. If Article 16 passes, there will
be no money raised by general taxation. (The
Budget Committee recommends $142,050
and the Board of Selectmen support this
recommendation.)

Article #16. Shall the Town vote to change the
name and purpose of the BRATT (Belmont Rec-
reational Alternative Transportation Team) Phase
II Capital Reserve Fund to the BRATT Capital
Reserve Fund for the expanded purpose of fund-
ing any and all costs related to Belmont’s Lake
Winnisquam Scenic Trail including but not lim-
ited to engineering, construction and mainte-
nance and further, to continue to designate the
Selectmen as agents to expend money from this
fund. (2/3 vote required). This account has a bal-
ance of $62,573.00 in it.

Article #17. Shall the Town vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of Thirty Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($35,000) for the purpose of purchasing and
implementing a new Town-wide Telephone Sys-
tem? (The Budget Committee recommends
$35,000 and the Board of Selectmen support
this recommendation.)

Article #18. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Seven Hundred Fifty Thou-
sand Dollars ($750,000) to be placed in the High-
way Reconstruction and Maintenance Capital Re-
serve Fund previously established (2006). (The
Budget Committee recommends $750,000
and the Board of Selectmen support this
recommendation.)
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Article #19. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Seven Thousand Five Hun-
dred Dollars ($14,500) for the purpose of purchas-
ing Radio Repeaters for the Police Department?
(The Budget Committee recommends $14,500
and the Board of Selectmen support this rec-
ommendation.)

Article #20. Shall the Town vote to approve the
cost items included in the collective bargaining
agreement reached between the Town of Belmont
and the American Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Council 93, Local
3657 (Public Safety Employees Union which
includes Police and Fire Departments) for the
term April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2016, which calls
for the following increases and decreases in salaries
and benefits:

Year Increase (Wages)Increase/Decrease Benefits
2014 $28,889 2014 ($24,926)

Year Estimated Increase (Wages) Estimated Inc. Benefits
2015 $24,360 2015 $7,728
2016  $23,971 2016 $8,729

and further to raise and appropriate the sum of
Three Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty Three
Dollars ($3,963), which represents the additional
costs attributable to the increase and decrease in
salaries and benefits required by the new agree-
ment over those that would be paid at current staff-
ing levels in accordance with the most recent collec-
tive bargaining agreement. (The Budget Commit-
tee recommends $3,963 and the Board of Se-
lectmen support this recommendation.)
Article #21. Shall the Town of Belmont, if article
#20 is defeated, authorize the governing body to
call one special meeting, at its option, to address
article #20 cost items only?

Article #22. Shall the Town vote to approve the
cost items included in the collective bargaining
agreement reached between the Town of Belmont
and the American Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Council 93, Local
534 for the term April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2017,

which calls for the following increases in salaries and
benefits:

Year
2014

Increase (Wages)Increase/(Decrease) Benefits
$9,918 ($7,430)
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Year Estimated Increase (Wages)Estimated Inc. Benefits
2015 $10,075 $1,856
2016 $10,380 $1,912

and further to raise and appropriate the sum of
Two Thousand Four Hundred and Eighty Eight
Dollars ($2,488) for the current fiscal year, which
represents the additional costs attributable to the
increase in salaries and benefits required by the
new agreement over those that would be paid at
current staffing levels in accordance with the most
recent collective bargaining agreement. (The
Budget Committee recommends $2,488 and
the Board of Selectmen support this recom-
mendation.)

Article #23. Shall the Town of Belmont, if article
#22 is defeated, authorize the governing body to
call one special meeting, at its option, to address
article #22 cost items only?

Article #24. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of One Hundred Sixty Six Thou-
sand One Hundred Thirty Eight Dollars
($166,138) for the reconstruction of highways, said
appropriation to be offset by Highway Block Grant
funds provided by the State of New Hampshire?
(The Budget Committee recommends
$166,138 and the Board of Selectmen support
this recommendation.)

Article #25. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Five Hundred Twenty Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy Five Dollars
($529,775) for the operation and maintenance of
the Sewage Collection and Disposal System for the
ensuing year, said sum is to be offset by user’s
fees. Should this article be defeated, the default
budget shall be Four Hundred Ninety One Thou-
sand Five Hundred and Eighty Eight Dollars
($491,588) which is the same as last year, with
certain adjustments required by previous action of
the Town or by law.(The Budget Committee
recommends $529,775 and the Board of Se-
lectmen support this recommendation.)
Article #26. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Seven
Thousand Five Hundred and Forty Eight Dollars
($257,548) for the operation and maintenance of
the Water Distribution and Treatment System for
the ensuing year, said sum is to be offset by users’
fees. Should this article be defeated, the default
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budget shall be Two Hundred Seventy Four Thou-
sand Eight Hundred and Fifty Seven Dollars
($274,857) which is the same as last year, with
certain adjustments required by previous action of
the Town or by law. (The Budget Committee
recommends $257,548 and the Board of Se-
lectmen support this recommendation.)
Article #27. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Thirty Thousand dollars
($30,000) to be placed in the Accrued Benefits Li-
ability Expendable Trust Fund previously estab-
lished (2007), and further to fund said appropria-
tion by authorizing the transfer of $30,000 from
the unexpended fund balance as of December 31,
2013. (The Budget Committee recommends
$30,000 and the Board of Selectmen support
this recommendation.)

Article #28. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of One Hundred and Twenty
Five Thousand Dollars ($125,000) to be placed in
the Municipal Facilities Capital Reserve Fund pre-
viously established (2006). This appropriation is in
addition to Article 8. (The Budget Committee
recommends $125,000 and the Board of Se-
lectmen support this recommendation.)
Article #29. Shall the town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Three Thousand Dollars
($3,000) to be placed in the already established
General Cemetery Maintenance Fund governed
under the provisions of RSA 31:19-A for the pur-
pose of cemetery maintenance, said amounts to be
expendable at the discretion of the Cemetery Trus-
tees (1997). (The Budget Committee recom-
mends $3,000 and the Board of Selectmen
support this recommendation.)

Article #30. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($25,000) to be placed in the Water System
Repair and Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund
previously established (2006) said sum is to be off-
set by user’s fees. (The Budget Committee rec-
ommends $25,000 and the Board of Select-
men support this recommendation.)

Article #31. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars
($10,000) to be placed in the Property Revaluation
Capital Reserve Fund previously established
(2005). (The Budget Committee recommends
$10,000 and
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the Board of Selectmen support this recom-
mendation.)

Article #32. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars
($30,000) to be placed in the Highway Department
Heavy Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previ-
ously established (2002). (The Budget Commit-
tee recommends $30,000 and the Board of Se-
lectmen support this recommendation.)
Article #33. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($25,000) to be placed in the Town Bridge Re-
pair and Maintenance Capital Reserve fund al-
ready established (Created 2003). (The Budget
Committee recommends $25,000 and the
Board of Selectmen support this recommen-
dation.)

Article #34. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Forty Five Thousand Dollars
($45,000) for the purpose of purchasing a new dis-
patch center radio? (The Budget Committee
recommends $45,000 and the Board of Select-
men support this recommendation.)

Article #35. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($25,000) to be placed in the Drainage Capital
Reserve Fund previously established (2003). (The
Budget Committee recommends $25,000 and
the Board of Selectmen support this recom-
mendation.)

Article #36. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Two Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars ($2,500) to be placed in the Dry Hydrant
and Cistern Repairs and Maintenance Capital Re-
serve Fund previously established (2010). (The
Budget Committee recommends $2,500 and
the Board of Selectmen support this recom-
mendation.)

Article #37. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars
($10,000) to be placed in the Sewer Pump Station
Upgrades, Replacement and Repairs Capital Re-
serve Fund previously established (2010), said
sum to be offset by user’s fees. (The Budget Com-
mittee recommends $10,000 and the Board of
Selectmen support this recommendation.)
Article #38. Shall the Town vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of Seven Thousand Five Hun-
dred Dollars ($7,500) to be placed in the Heritage
Fund previously established (2005). (The
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Budget Committee recommends $7,500 and the
Board of Selectmen support this recommendation.)

Copies of the Town Meeting Warrant, Budget

and Default Budget are available on the

Town’s Website at www.belmontnh.org as

well as Voter Registration information. In

addition, if you would like a hard copy,

please feel free to stop by Town Hall and we
will gladly make a copy for you. This year’s Town Report is
available at Town Hall.

The 2014 Property Revaluation is nearing completion;
data collection and data entry is winding down and soon
Commerford Nieder Perkins will begin the sales analysis
process which will establish new values for the Town of
Belmont. In early summer, taxpayers will receive notice of
their new values as well as being notified of the hearing
process. The new values will be used to establish the 2014
tax rate and will be reflected in the 2nd issue bill. The bill
you receive in May 2014, will reflect the 2013 value and
current tax rate. Any questions regarding the Revaluation
process should be directed to the Assessing Office at 267-
8300 Ext. 18 or to assessing@belmontnh.org.

The Town of Belmont is a member of the Lakes
Region Cable Television Consortium which has
been meeting since early summer 2011 relative
to our Cable TV Franchise Agreement with
Metrocast which will expire on December 31, 2013. The
Consortium believes we are close to a consensus on the
new agreement and we hope to schedule a public hearing
on the new agreement soon.

We would like to remind residents/taxpayers
that recycling bins are available at Town Hall so
if you haven’t picked up your bins (2 per house-
hold), please stop by Town Hall.

IT is the LAW! (RSA 466:31 II (c))
We would like to remind all Dog Owners of the importance
of picking up your dog’s waste from property not your own.
The town installed at two different locations, dog waste
stations where you can obtain a plastic bag to pick up the
waste and deposit it in the numerous garbage cans located
in the Vil- lage.

If Your Dog Poops

@
e

X8 )
You must scoop...

Even If No One Sees You!!


http://www.belmontnh.org
mailto:assessing@belmontnh.org
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Planning and Zoning News
March, 2014

The Following Amendments Will Be On the March 11" Town Meeting Ballot

Ballot Question #2: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by PETITION
for the town Building Code as summarized below?

Adopt a Historic Demolition Review Ordinance, including all buildings fifty (50) years or older, before grant-
ing application or permit to demolish. Three members of the Heritage Commission will comprise the Historic
Demolition Review Committee, and nothing in this article will prevent immediate demolition where the public
safety is at stake.

The Planning Board DOES NOT support Ballot Question #2.

Ballot Question #3: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the town Zoning Ordinance as summarized below?

Amend the Purposes section of the Open Space Development Ordinance to include reduc-
ing impacts and strains on public and emergency services.

Ballot Question #4: Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the town Zoning Ordinance & Zoning Map as summarized below?

Rezone three lots located on Corriveau Way (formerly Fred Friend Road) from Commer-
cial to Rural.

Ballot Question #2 above is a Petitioned Building Code Amendment to adopt a Historic Demolition Review
Ordinance. NH State law permits 25 registered voters to submit a Building Code amendment by petition.
Once submitted the Planning Board is required to hold a public hearing and must include on the ballot a state-
ment as to whether the Board does or does not support the proposal. The Planning Board does not support Bal-
lot Question #2.

At the public hearing on January 13", the petitioner explained that the proposed amendment was intended to
closely follow the Concord, NH Code and also acknowledged that the Belmont submission had been "rushed"
due to lack of time.

The Planning Board does acknowledge the important service that the Heritage Commission provides but con-
sidered the following comments and concerns:

o The last minute preparation and submission resulted in no opportunity for the Board and other
Town officials to adequately review and discuss the proposal or to consider the legality of the pro-
posal

e The proposal might be too broad as it encompasses every full and partial demolition regardless of
size

e The proposal as drafted might be overly burdensome on the rights of property owners

o The proposal should be tailored more to the specific needs of Belmont

e Unlike the Code adopted by Concord and some other communities, this proposal lacks the type of
detail that would provide property owners with transparency as to what to expect, how the process
actually works, when and how notice of meetings will occur, how they can participate and how
they can appeal

Based on the above, the Planning Board voted to not support Ballot Question #2.
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Greetings citizens of our fair town of Belmont!! With frigid February behind us, we can cele-
brate the first official day of Spring on March 20th!!

We would like to let you all know that we have gone to a one check
P system pertaining to car registrations. We only require one check
made out to the “Town of Belmont” to cover both your town and state

) S fees and we will electronically transfer the state funds on your behalf.
\“°‘° Cos . . . .
S @ 2*“  KEveryone also has the option of registering through our town’s web-
\,\.P'?‘ . . )

/ \00 site, www.belmontnh.org. We receive the transaction and process

- them the next day and put your registration and tags in the mail.
" Just be sure to allow yourself enough time for the postal service to de-

liver your registration before the expiration date.

Our town election is on Tuesday, March 11, 2014. The polls are located at Belmont

High School, 255 Seavey Road. The polls will be open from 7AM to 7PM. Voter

guides are available at the Town Hall to assist you. We cannot accept any new

voter registrations until after the election at the Town Clerk’s office. However,as
* always, you may register to vote on the day of the election at the polls.

We will be sending out the latest water/sewer this month so keep an eye on your mail-
box.

Delinquent notices were sent out in January to remind you of any unpaid balances on
your tax, water, and sewer accounts. Be sure to clean up any balances before April to avoid
anything owed being leined. If you have any questions, feel free to give us a call at Town Hall,
(603) 267-8300.

Just a reminder, all dog registrations are due by April 30, 2014

?L‘{% We hope that March holds true to the old adage, “In like a lion, out like a lamb”!

i
A \
-—
BN
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Fire Department News

Busy Start to 2014

On January 22 Belmont companies started out the shift with a
walk in medical at the station. Fortunately the patient ended up not be-
ing transported and was treated at the station. At 13:16 Engine one re-
sponded to 1265 Laconia Rd for an alarm activation that ended up being
a technician working on the alarm system. At 16:03 things started to get
busy as companies were sent to Glenridge Rd for a medical call and
transported one patient to LRGH. While the ambulance was still tied up with that call at 16:52
Engine one was sent to cover the Franklin station while Franklin companies were busy with a
1st alarm fire. En route to that call Engine one was diverted to an alarm at the Veterans home
in Tilton as Tilton companies were tied up in Franklin. After determining the alarm at the Vet-
erans home was due to a system problem Engine one continued on to Franklin to fulfill the as-
signment. At 17:45 Belmont companies were sent to a head on accident on Rt 106 near Peggy
Dr. Two Belmont Engines, Two Belmont Ambulances, Belmont Rescue and Chief Parenti along
with an ambulance from Laconia responded to the scene. Fortunately only one patient was
transported to LRGH. At 20:05 Engine one and Tanker one were dispatched to North Windy Rd
in in Tilton for a building fire and assisted at the scene with extinguishment and water supply.

Eng. 1 on scene at §
Tilton Fire (Photo &
T. Frame)

' omnes on scene at Un-
ion Rd Fire In Laconia (Photo T.
Frame)

BFD Companies on Scene
at Building Fire on Union
Ave in Laconia (Photo T.
Frame)

i1 BFD Companies on
=8 scene at Union Rd

E Fire In Laconia

# (Photo T. Frame)

At 01:04 on the 23rd, companies were once again summoned to Auburn St in Franklin to assist
with a second alarm building fire. Companies assisted at the scene with extinguishment and
overhaul. Finally on the 23rd at 20:05 Companies responded to Union Ave in Laconia for a
Building fire. Companies assisted at the scene and provided station coverage.

Belmont Fire Department 2014 Alarms by type

Type Count
IALS Transport 19
BLS Transport 13

BLS Non-Transport

Fire Response

Hazardous Materials Response

Motor Vehicle Accident ALS Transport

Motor Vehicle Accident BLS Transport

Motor Vehicle Accident BLS Non-Transport
Motor Vehicle Accident No Injury

Mutual Aid Response

No Medical incident Found/No Patient Contact
Service Call

N -
OB SO == W|N| | 0

Total 99
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Cofpece Dmcali Jnaining-Community Risk Reduction

V- » e have all been told in our fire service career that almost every fire department in the United States is

graded by ISO. In reality, that is not true! ISO actually grades and rates the entire city operations to anticipate the
capability of the city or town to respond to and extinguish large fires. It reviews the fire department, water depart-
ment, and the dispatch or communications centers to establish this rating or grade.

So, what is ISO? What gives it the right to “grade” cities? From its website, [SO states: “ISO is a leading source of
information about property/casualty insurance risk. For a broad spectrum of commercial and personal lines of insur-
ance, we provide statistical, actuarial, underwriting, and claims data; policy language; information about specific lo-
cations; fraud-identification tools; consulting services; and information for marketing, loss control, and premium au-
dit. ISO is an advisory organization, and insurers may use our information, modify it, or not use it, as they see fit.
ISO is a member of the Verisk Analytics Family of Companies.”

Although it now just uses the acronym or letters, ISO was originally titled the Insurance Services Office. It was cre-
ated in 1971 to allow insurance companies to use one site for a variety of rating and insurance services.

The ISO Mitigation section is the area concerned about public fire protection and building codes. It is under this sec-
tion that Public Protection Classification (PPC), a trademarked name, is managed (http://www.isomitigation.com/).

The role of ISO is to provide services to insurance companies to allow them to assess the risk of potential fire sav-
ings and loss from public fire protection provided by fire protection districts in cities, towns and rural areas.

ISO works with municipal fire authorities and other community officials to administer the PPC program. The PPC
program assesses a community’s ability to suppress fires, and those ratings directly affect property insurance values.

Communities strive to achieve “best in class.” It takes hard work, perseverance and constant diligence for communi-
ties to achieve the best status. ISO conducts detailed on-site assessments of municipal fire-protection capabilities and
collects information for more than 45,000 fire protection areas across the U.S. ISO analyzes the relevant data and
assigns a PPC from 1 to 10. Class 1 represents exemplary public protection, and Class 10 indicates that the area’s
fire-suppression program doesn’t meet the minimum criteria to apply ISO’s Fire Suppression Rating Schedule.

Virtually all U.S. insurers of home and business property use ISO’s PPC program to assess property insurance poli-
cies because statistical data on insurance losses demonstrates the relationship between better fire protection and
lower fire losses.

If you wish to get a class on ISO and how it operates, please contact the International Association of Fire Chiefs,
Volunteer and Combination Officers Section at http://www.isomitigation.com/vcos/.

BFD Mission Statement
The Mission of the Belmont Fire Department is to provide fire, emergency medical, and fire prevention services
in a caring and compassionate manner. To be prepared to respond to any request for assistance and to ensure
that every member of the department returns home safely.
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LAKE WINNISQUAM SCENIC TRAIL
Phase 1 1.7 Miles

By the Numbers

Design $174,375
Construction $766,372
TOTAL $940,737

Federal Match $752,590
Town Portion $188,147

Town Share
Taxes Phase 1 $110,155
. Phase 2 $ 62,573
Grant $ 25,000
N.H Bike/Pedestrian Grant Program
Donations $ 5,500
BankNH $5,000
PSNH $ 500

The Town has previously put $62,500

in a Capital Reserve account to build
Phase 2. Passing Both ARTICLE 15 & 16
will fully fund the trail with no additional
money raised by taxes.
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LRPA-TV Presents "Community Heritage Workshop" - a Laconia and Belmont Col-
laboration: Airs March 1 and March 5 on Channel 26

A collaboration of Laconia and Belmont Heritage Commissions featuring experts from the New
Hampshire Division of Historical Resources (NH-DHR) and New Hampshire Preservation Alli-
ance (NHPA) for a first regional confab, will be shown on MetroCast channel 26 on Saturday,
March 1 at 5:00 p.m. and Wednesday, March 5 at 7:30 p.m.

Among presenters were Jennifer Goodman, Executive Director of the NHPA and Peter
Michaud, National Register, Preservation Tax Incentives and Easements Coordinator for the
NH-DHR. Their topics considered code issues for National Register properties, and special New
Hampshire preservation incentives including barn easements and community revitalization tax
credits. Shanna Saunders, City of Laconia Director of Planning, Zoning and Code Enforcement
presented a local example of innovative land use, detailing a unique partnership with the
School District and Taylor Home, using storytelling to help direct architectural ordinances.

The Community Heritage Workshop was fittingly held in Belmont at the Corner Meeting
House, built in 1899-1900 as the Full Gospel Assembly Church and known for years as the Ad-
vent Christian Church, before purchase by the Town for community meeting use. Heritage and
Historic District Commissions, Historical Society and Museum representatives and several edu-
cational leaders attended from Concord, Canterbury, Sanbornton and Moultonborough along
with sponsoring communities and organizations.

Laconia Heritage Commission Chairman Pamela Clark, planned the January 10 meeting
with Belmont Heritage Commission members, including Linda Frawley and Priscilla Annis.
Brenda Kean, Laconia Museum and Historical Society Executive Director videotaped the ses-
sion, for availability to other preservation groups, and LRPA-TV will provide archive copies for
Laconia and Belmont Library collections.

Shanna Saunders, City of Laconia Director of Planning, Zoning and Code Enforcement offered creative approaches to
citizen participation, fostered in part through a Community Planning Grant from New Hampshire Housing to design vil-
lage overlay districts that address architecture, building placement, streetscape, pedestrian ways, vehicular movement,
parking and public space enhancement.
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As one travels on Depot Street at the Belmont-Northfield town line, it is readily apparent that this land-
scape is somehow different from most others in town. This area is a Floodplain Forest and one of the most
highly rated wildlife habitats in the state. Depending on the season, the landscape can change from a fairly
dry meadow-like appearance to one that is flooded with several feet of water. This area in Belmont is part
of the Tioga River Wildlife & Conservation Area (TRW&CA), owned by the Town and managed by the Con-

servation Commission. The Floodplain Forest and its supporting wetlands and uplands is part of some criti-

cal wildlife habitat that can be home to a number of threatened and endangered species.

Floodplain Forest looking southerly from Depot Street at the Belmont-Northfield townline.

This area, more specifically described as a Temperate minor river floodplain, is interspersed with Red ma-

ple (Acer rubrum), Speckled alder (Alnus incana) and White pine (Pinus strobus). Many migratory birds and
waterfowl find these areas especially enticing. Baltimore orioles ( Icterus galbula) and Chestnut-sided war-
blers (Dendroica pensylvanica) have been observed on the TRW&CA. Beaver (Castor canadensis) and mink

(Mustela vison) are also present.

There is a small parking area on the TRW&CA and after a short walk northerly along Depot Street there is
a footpath that takes one to the edge of the Floodplain Forest where the
great diversity of wildlife present can be quietly observed and enjoyed. Re-
member, all of the properties managed by the Conservation Commission are
Carry in — Carry out. The TRW&CA is protected by a conservation easement
held by the Five Rivers Conservation Trust and has benefitted from an
Aquatic Resources Mitigation Grant to remove the non-native invasive plant,

Glossy Buckthorn (Frangula alnus), that will be an on-going project.
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